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Early habits.
[A.D. 1775.
chronological series of remarkable events.' Mr. Gibbon, who must at that time have been employed upon his History1, of which he published the first volume in the following year, was present; but did not step forth in defence of that species of writing. He probably did not like to trust himself with JOHNSON2!
Johnson observed, that the force of our early habits was so great, that though reason approved, nay, though our senses relished a different course, almost every man returned to them. I do not believe there is any observation upon human nature better founded than this; and, in many cases, it is a very painful truth; for where early habits have been mean and wretched, the joy and elevation resulting from better modes of life must be damped by the gloomy consciousness of being under an almost inevitable doom to sink back into a situation which we recollect with disgust. It surely may be prevented, by constant attention and unremitting exertion to establish contrary habits of superiour efficacy.
The Beggar s Opera, and the common question, whether it was pernicious in its effects, having been introduced;—
1  It was at Rome on Oct. 15,1764, says Gibbon in a famous passage, ' that the idea of writing the decline and fall of the city first started to my mind.'   It was not till towards the end of 1772 that he ' undertook the composition of the first volume.'    Gibbon's Misc. Works, i. 198,217-9.
2  See ante, ii. 398.   BOSWELL.   Gibbon, when with Johnson, perhaps felt that timidity which kept him silent in Parliament.    ' I was not armed by nature and education,' he writes,' with the intrepid energy of mind and voice
Vincentem strepitus, et natum rebus agendis.
Timidity was fortified by pride, and even the success of my pen discouraged the trial of my voice.' Gibbon's Misc. Works, i. 221. Some years before he entered Parliament, he said that his genius was ' better qualified for the deliberate compositions of the closet, than for the extemporary discourses of the Parliament. An unexpected objection would disconcert me; and as I am incapable of explaining to others what I do not thoroughly understand myself, I should be meditating while I ought to be answering.' Id. ii. 39.
JOHNSON..'
